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Short Stories For The Long Haul

by Tom Hull

hree decades in the mind mill and

against all knowledgeable advice,
here are my top ten picks for this genre.
Substituting volume for credentials,
over 5000 short stories have passed
the gullet, and although criteria were
applied (flawless flow, accessible sym-
bolism, inter-ties solidly locked and the
posing of a universal question), it is in
the end, of course, a subjective offering.
10 The Far and the Near

by Thomas Wolfe

It was a brutal fight
for inclusion, with
denial based on the
slightest infrac-
tion. “The Dead”
by Joyce, offhand
a shoe-in; too long.
A dark horse then
slipped in: Wolfe
(Thomas, not Tom), the pioneering
American master of stream of con-
sciousness, author of the oft quoted You
Can’t Go Home Again, who had trou-
ble keeping his novels under 1000 pag-
es, here tightly wraps up a 3-page slice
of the frailty of human understanding

that transcends the ages.

In The Penal Colony

by Franz Kafka

Gotta have a Kaf-
ka.
sis, by nature of its
common inclusion
in anthologies, ob-
viously a candidate.
“The Hunger Art-
ist” is definitely in
for the long haul.
But the story that kept gurgling in the
pool of memory was in “In The Penal
Colony.” Over 20 years since last read-
ing it, was the vivid memory of Kafka’s
punitive engine of societal compliance
justified? Had the gears of the dark ma-
chine really cracked the code of perpet-
ual motion? Yes and yes.

Metamorpho-

e el et

Harrison Bergeron
by Kurt Vonnegut

Chintzy sci-fi beats
out the crown jew-
el of Steinbeck’s
“The Chrysanthe-
mums” and the to-
tal powers of D.H.

il

Lawrence’s — fer- | 4 pougg e
vor in “The Rock-  [*MatEY Holsé
ing Horse Win-

ner”? Well, sorry, nobody before or
since Vonnegut’s 1961 piece has struck
the nail so precisely and with such au-
thoritative force when it comes to the
dangers of societal structured equality.
The humor is dark and the irony metal-
lic. From his collection Welcome to the

Monkeyhouse, this is a slinger.

A Good Man is Hard To Find
7 by Flannery O’Connor
After several re-reads and the urg-
ing of two friends,
this story final-
ly made the cut. If
religious under-
tones is the theme,
then the field is rich
(Gabriel Marquez:
“A Very Old Man
With Enormous
Wings” a runner up). Might as well go
for the brimstone and there is no doubt:
this woman’s writing hits like a slug
of white lightning. “Parker’s Back”
had always been my favorite Flannery
O’Connor, but the luminescent glow of
“The Misfit” is the new neon.
E by Erskine Caldwell

You  were

going to get a bowl
of greasy south-
ern stew, the only
question was the
cook: Faulkner or
Caldwell. Faulkner

was a literary chef
serving up meals

Saturday Afternoon

full of texture and flavor, pungent and
rich. Caldwell undercooked --- raw in
places, banned in others. A good set of
teeth and a strong stomach is required
to get through Caldwell. Get him down
and it’s worth the meal.

Boxes

by Raymond Carver

The only “modern” writer to make the
list (with strong o
contenders in Tim
Westmoreland and
Tobias Wolft),
Carver has attract-
ed a strong follow-
ing for his minimal-
ist landscape of the
torn fabric of hu-
man relationships. Although I endorse
reading the entire collection of Carv-
er’s stories, in “Boxes” he creates espe-
cially convincing dialogue and mental
ruminations of a son boxed in and har-
nessed with a discontent mother forev-
er on the move.

Haircut

E by Ring Lardner

Surprise endings border on the gim-
mick and are thus
banned from the top
ten. From Saki to
Roald Dahl that ca-
veat took out a lot a
great stories. Lard-
ner almost took the
hit on this one but
I challenge you to
find one word out of place in this won-
derful tale of poetic justice. As others
have said “Not a man could have done
it better.” Ring Lardner combines the
humor of Twain with a bite unique and
lasting. If you like “Haircut,” try “Who

Dealt?”
3 Indian Camp
by Ernest Hemingway

Honest, it wasn’t the threat of divorce
that got Hemingway his #3 spot. The
guy had the guns when it came to the
pen. A story in 6 words, “For Sale: baby
shoes, never worn.” Wow. A knock-

out in every round. | ... i
Great problem: ERNEST
which story. “Hills | HEMINGWAY

Like White Ele-
phants” would have
been a justified of-
fering, but its semi-
submerged symbol-
isms deny a wide
audience. “Indian Camp” is Heming-
way at his apex concentrating his con-

siderable craft.
2 I Want To Know Why
by Sherwood Anderson
Sorry, Fitzgerald. You might have a
chance in a future
insert of top ten
novels. In the short
story, for my mon-
ey, Anderson does
everything  well,
stitching tight with
a voice that is as
natural as friends
and smooth as a Cuban cigar. This #2
spot goes to Anderson for his insight-
ful unveiling of the puzzling nature of
beauty and the dual nature it possesses
to both delight and disappoint. I have
never understood Anderson’s fall from
academic favor.
Corner

by E.B. White

“Ever have any bizarre thoughts?”
asked the doctor.
So begins my top
pick for short sto-
ry, the subject being )
the wavering line
that defines psycho-
logical balance. If
it was realism only,
then look no further
than Sylvia Plath’s “Johnny Panic” and
“The Bible of Dreams.” Based on mas-
terful treatment, then the winner would
be Conrad Aiken’s “Silent Snow, Se-
cret Snow.” But I'm a simple man and
the writer who brought us Charlett’s
Web also gave me Trexler and his mas-
ter key to what it is that people want.
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Tl Shisitnctin]

Shon Stor of
SHEFRWOIOD) ANDERSCM

The Second Tree from the

R
Thw

Second Tree

rownt the

Cownier

P




advocate@coosdems.org O www.coosdems.org O Coos County, Oregon O OCT/NOV ADVOCATE 0O PAGE 7

Human Influence on Global Warming

By John Schaaf

The August issue of the Advocate contained a

two-page spread titled “Climate in Perspective:

A Global Warming Dilemma.” That article covered

two important and traditional issues:

1. Arewe currently in a period of global warming?
August’s article provided a history of earth’s
gradual cooling with a sudden (on a geological
time scale) dip that contains four ice ages.
Presently we are one million years into a cyclic
period of glacial episodes. The accelerating
retreat of glaciers since about 1875 strongly
supports the existence of a global warming trend.

2. If so, is global warming a continuance of
natural fluctuations or has human activity
altered the course of our climate’s future?
The August article described global warming as
a natural emergence from the last ice age. We
happen to live in a temporary segment of a cyclic
pattern where atmospheric and the oceanographic
temperatures happen to be on the rise.

This month’s article discusses the pre-dominate
and growing consensus in the scientific community
that human activity has had and continues to have
influence on global warming.

Detecting subtle patterns in the climate, like an
average global temperature change of a degree or
less, ranks high in difficulty and complexity. In ad-
dition to identifying a temperature rise, add the task
of attributing a cause to the increase. Many sources
contribute to climate change: solar activity, variance
in the earth’s orbit, the wobble in the earth’s rotation,
ash from volcanoes and major fires, and a whole ar-
ray of human activities. It takes years of specialized
training, decades of experience, an arsenal of sophis-
ticated instruments, and access to the world’s most
powerful computers to parse the causes, and scien-
tists still may have missed something.

Absent these special talents and tools, we must
rely on the experts for our information. In January
of this year the University of Illinois in Chicago pub-
lished its survey of 3,146 earth scientists and clima-
tologists. From this world-wide group 90% said that
average global temperatures have risen compared to
pre-1800’s levels. A slightly smaller portion, 82%, be-
lieve human activity has been a significant factor in
this average global temperature change.

The Pew Research Center conducted a similar
poll with equivalent results. Released in July of 2009,
the Pew study found 94 percent of scientists said the

earth is warming, and 84 percent say the earth is
warming because of human activity.

Scientists, based on the University of Illinois sta-
tistics, also have their disagreements. Climatologists
who are actively engaged in research firmly sit at one
extreme with their strong consensus of 97 percent;
nearly all the scientists in this group attribute human
activity with significant influence on global warm-
ing. When looking for rebuttal, ask petroleum geolo-
gists. Less than half (47%) of these scientists make
the anthropogenic connection.

The difference between climatologists and pe-
troleum geologists should be viewed in context.
An overwhelming majority of scientists agree that
humans are influencing the climate. In spite of the
greater than 80 percent consensus among scientists,
the public doesn’t agree (Table 1).

The Pew study found that public attitudes on cli-
mate change are strongly linked to a partisan prefer-
ence and not linked to the opinion of scientists (Table
2). In a stroke of pollster brilliance, Pew asked the pub-
lic to rate the scientific consensus on global warming.
Thirty-five percent said scientists do not agree that the
earth is warming because of human activity. If repre-
sentative, this means more than a third of Americans
think scientists have not resolved this issue. To the
contrary, there is a strong consensus of 84 percent.
The disconnect is both stark and startling.

Doran and Zimmerman of the University of II-
linois conclude that “the debate on the authenticity of
global warming and the role played by human activi-
ty is largely nonexistent among those who understand
the nuances and scientific basis of long-term climate
processes.” The challenge now, they write, is how to
effectively communicate this to policy makers and to
a public that continues to mistakenly perceive debate
among scientists.

In summary, two independent polls show that an
impressive majority of scientists think human activ-
ity plays a role in global warming. The Pew data indi-
cates that one subgroup of the general public, liberal
Democrats, comes the closest to the scientists’ con-
viction. People under thirty years of age and those
with college degrees also lean toward the scientists’
view. On the opposite side, a majority of conserva-
tive Republicans and most people with less education
disagree with scientists. It is tempting to zip up the
“ladder of inference” and coin the phrase, “ignorant
conservative syndrome.”

The October issue of Scientific American pub-
lished an article about a more plausible theory called

“implicit social cognition.” In overly simplistic terms
this means, without skeptical review, we see what
we implicitly believe. Without our realizing it, deep-
rooted assumptions can lead us to rock-solid positions.
Steve Mirsky’s article, “Birth of a Notion,” contains
astounding tales from controlled experiments and il-
lustrates the theory with recent news anecdotes.
[http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=birth-of-a-notion]
In the case of global warming, it’s best to heed the
advice of scientists who cherish skepticism as an art
and use it as an integral part of the scientific method.
Sometimes gut-checks bounce and nature charges

severe overdraft fees. MMO
Public Agrees Earth Is Warming,
But Differs with Scientists over the Cause
Public | Scientists
View on climate change % %
Warming is due to human activity 49 84
Warming is due to natural causes 36 10
No solid evidence earth is warming 11 4
Global warming is ... % %
Very serious problem 47 70
Somewhat serious 26 22
Not too serious 11 4
Not a problem 13 2

Table 1. Public & Scientists on reality and cause of climate
change

Stark Partisan Divide over Global Warming

Warming | Warming Not
human natural getting N
activity | changes | warmer
% % %
Total Public 49 35 11 2001
16—29 60 33 5 264
30—49 47 37 10 629
50—64 50 34 14 617
65+ 39 39 13 464
College grad+ 58 28 11 703
Some College 49 35 11 502
HS or less 45 40 10 784
Republican 30 43 24 504
Conserv Rep 21 45 28 504
Mod/Lib Rep 41 36 14 151
Democrat 64 39 747
Cons/Mod Dem 59 34 4 473
Liberal Dem 74 21 250
Independent | 49 38 9 579

Table 2. Global warming by age, education, and politics
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A Walk in the Ancient Forest

by Bonnie Joyce

Old growth along the Roosevelt Highway (Hwy 101), 1909.

et’s take a walk in an ancient forest.

Can we do that in Coos County? The
answer is yes, but it will take some effort.
We are looking for a forest that has been
growing (and dying and recycling itself)
for millions of years before white men ar-
rived here just 160 years ago. The major-
ity of the big trees in an ancient forest are
at least 200 years old; many are between
400 and 600 years old or more. They’ll
range from 5 to 12 feet in diameter and
many stand between 200 and 300 feet
tall. We don’t often see trees of such size,
but not long ago they covered this land
in what was the biggest temperate rain

forest on Earth. Ours is a rain forest of
conifers — 25 species in all — but the big,
dominant trees are Douglas Fir, Western
Red cedar, hemlock, spruce, and Port Or-
ford cedar.

In the Northwest, there is virtually
no old growth left on private land, but in
protected areas such as National Parks
and in reserves on federal lands, there
are remnants of the ancient forest that
together compromise about 5% of what
was once here. This is also the approxi-
mate percentage of the original forest still
standing on BLM lands in our county.
(One can find patches of old growth in
the Coos County section of the Siskiyou
National Forest, but I don’t have an ap-
proximate total.) We can see individual
old growth trees and small groves closer
to home — Gold and Silver Falls; Laverne
Park; Shore Acres; Simpson Wayside
Park — but to walk in something more for-
est-like, we’ll have to take a longer drive.

Let’s go find what BLM claims is
“the champion Doug Fir in the world.”
It’s called the Doerner Fir and stands in
a 200 acre forest of old growth high in
the East Fork Coquille Watershed. As a
side-note: words have been omitted from
BLM’s description. It would be more ac-
curate to say that this is “the champion
Doug Fir left standing.” It’s a big tree at
11.5 feet diameter, 329 feet tall and 450
years old — but it would be a mistake to
claim it a rarity when so recently it was
just one of many equally impressive trees
across the landscape.

e Deep, multi-layered canopy

(Old-Growth Definition Task Group, 1986)

Definition of Old Growth

(Douglas fir on Western hemlock sites)

e Two or more species with wide range of ages and tree sizes
e Douglas fir > 8 per acre of trees at > 32 in. diameter or > 200 years old

e Tolerant associates > 12 per acre of trees > 16 in. diameter

e Conifer snags > 4 per acre that are 20 in. diameter and > 15 ft. tall

e Logs > 15 tons per acre including 4 pieces per acre > 24 in. diameter and > 50 ft. long

Sizing Up Old Growth Trees

Typical Maximum
Species Age Diameter Height Age Diameter
(yrs) (in) (ft) (yrs) (in)
Port Orford Cedar 500+ 48 -72 195 - 144
Sitka Spruce 500+ 72-92 228 - 244 450+ 210
Douglas Fir 750+ 60 - 88 228 - 260 1,200 174
Western Red Cedar 1,000+ 60-120 195+ 1,200+ 252
Western Hemlock 400+ 36-48 163 -211 500+ 104
Table 1. Typical and maximum life-span and diameter at breast height of five common tree species
in the Pacific Northwest. Modified from Chris Maser 1990

We’ll follow directions to the Do-
erner Fir and get up on the Burnt Ridge
Access Road. Here we’ll travel east along
the very crest of the ridge that divides
the Coos and Coquille Watersheds. Steep
slopes drop away from both sides of the
road; we can see a long way in all direc-
tions.

It is the stark landscape of industrial
forestry — intensively managed to pro-
duce one thing: wood fiber. Everywhere
the land is clear-cut or covered with tree
plantations — the single species, even-
aged crops that do not make a forest —
even though this is called reforestation.
But every so often we glimpse a shaggy,
irregular-looking patch of trees. These
stand out from the uniform, smooth-tex-
tured look of the tree plantations. These

look uncultivated and complex. There
are broken tops, snags, a rougher texture
presented by a variety of tree species,
an uneven skyline. It’s just a patch on a
slope, or a pocket of forest in a canyon,
but the flags of moss and lichen on dark,
massive tree trunks tell us we are looking
at a remnant of an ancient forest.

Finally we come to the right-hand
turn that drops down from the ridge
into the canyon of the East Fork Brum-
mit Creek. The gravel road winds down
four more miles until we come upon tall,
shaggy trees, a public restroom, parking
area, and the trailhead to the Doerner Fir.

Here we step into another world.
It is green and quiet, moist and mossy.
Here and there, generously spaced out
from one another, the astoundingly huge

On the Fairview - Coquille
road, proceed to Four Cor-
ners in Fairview. Turn right
at this intersection onto the
Coos Bay Wagon Road and
proceed 3.9 miles to the Mid-
dle Creek Access Road. Turn
left and drive 13.6 miles to a
four-way intersection. Turn
right onto Burnt Mtn. --Mid-
dle Creek Tie Road and drive
4.8 miles to the Burnt Mtn.
Access Road. You will come
to a T-intersection with a wa-
ter hole on the right. Turn left
and drive approximately 4.9
miles to the East Fork Brum-
mitt Creek Road. Drive about
4.6 miles over gravel to the
well-marked trailhead.

BLM Dire_ctio,n% to the Ddernel

“{use at your own risk)
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trunks of trees rise up and out of sight
to the canopy far above. On a hot sum-
mer day, we’ll immediately feel cooler in
here; on a cold winter day, warmer and
sheltered. I’ll leave you alone with your
own thoughts — but I doubt you can enter
this forest without feeling some sense of
awe and wonder at what nature, undirect-
ed and undisturbed by men, has created.

For most of our history these giant
trees been seen in terms of board feet —
their cash value as lumber. Or they were
obstacles, difficult to remove, in the way
of homesteads, towns, roads, and agricul-
ture. The forest has traditionally been a
dark, hostile wilderness; the fact that it is
a luxury to love it instead of fearing it or
fighting it is not lost on me. But this is not
a stupid romance. This is science.

The study of Ecology tells us just
how dependent we are on our natural en-
vironment, including old growth forest.
The Biosphere 2 projects of the 1980s
attempted to create an enclosed ecosys-
tem capable of supporting human life, but
failed. It is the miracle of countless natu-
ral systems that we did not make, and do
not know how to make, that makes this
planet a home.

The first in-depth study of our North-
west old growth forest as an ecosystem
was not published until 1981 (Franklin,
J.F. et al, “Ecological Characteristics of
Old Growth Douglas Fir Forests”). We
now value these forests because they
make our watersheds healthy; they create
topsoil and hold it in place. They filter air

and water; regulate climate and sequester
carbon; they provide essential habitat for
two hundred species.

The best salmon streams flow from
old growth forests — clear, cold, nutrient-
rich water with abundant woody debris
in the streambed. It is the old growth in
the area of the North Fork Coquille, the
very area we just drove through, that ac-
counts for it being designated a “key” wa-
tershed (essential refugia for salmon) in
the Northwest Forest Plan. Consider that
5% of old growth remains, and the same
for salmon: 5% of historical numbers of
salmon now swim up our streams.

So, look around as you walk the trail.
Here is a beautiful rendition of the carbon
cycle. Trees grow, die, fall, decay, make
new soil from which new life grows.
Nothing is wasted or useless. From giant
tree to tiny bacteria, every organism fills
its role in making the system work. We’ve
just begun to understand what’s going on
here, and it is clear that we need to save
every little bit that is left. Even if itis a
fake champion, when we get there 1 will
bow down before the Doerner fir. And if
my comments about industrial logging on
the way in make you think I am against
all logging — not so. It’s just that I know
there is a way to practice forestry that
maintains a functioning forest ecosystem
and provides wood products for people as
well. And it’s not ugly to look at.

To learn more about it may I suggest
Ancient Forests of the Pacific Northwest
by Elliot Norse. MMO

Fir Trail

PR

DeFazio on Healthcare

housands of Oregonians have con-

tacted Congressman DeFazio to ex-
press their concern with shrinking health-
care coverage and skyrocketing costs. We
are the richest nation in the world and yet
we have over 46 million Americans with
no health insurance.

There are several steps that can be
taken to make healthcare more affordable
and to ensure everyone has health insur-
ance.

First, Congress should repeal the
anti-trust exemption for the insurance in-
dustry. Insurance companies and Major
League Baseball are the only two indus-
tries exempt from anti-trust laws. That
means insurance companies can legally
collude to raise prices and exclude indi-
viduals from coverage. DeFazio has in-
troduced legislation, H.R. 1583, to repeal
this exemption.

Second, Congress should prohibit the
insurance industry from discriminating
against consumers. Congress should re-
quire that insurers cover everyone who
seeks a policy and prohibit discrimina-
tion on premiums.

Third, DeFazio has long proposed
a plan similar to the public plan option
that is now being considered in the House
but not in the Senate. Namely, that the
federal government offer an insurance
option for the uninsured and underin-
sured that would compete with offerings
from private insurers. DeFazio proposed
that this public option would be based
on the benefits available under Medicare
and the Federal Employees Health Ben-
efit Program (FEHBP), the insurance en-
joyed by members of Congress. Anyone
who wants to could sign up for coverage

under this option. Premium assistance
would be provided to lower income indi-
viduals and families. There would also be
cost sharing by beneficiaries and a mod-
est buy-in by employers who do not of-
fer insurance. The insured could choose
their own doctors. And, no one who cur-
rently has insurance, whether private or
via federal programs like the Department
of Veterans Affairs, military health care,
or Medicare would be forced to change.

Fourth, there are several steps Con-
gress can take to lower the price of pre-
scription drugs, a significant expense for
many Americans, even those with health
insurance. DeFazio has supported al-
lowing the re-importation of affordable,
FDA-approved drugs from countries like
Canada as well as allowing Medicare to
negotiate for lower drug prices. Finally,
he supports requiring drugs that are de-
veloped with taxpayer dollars through the
National Institutes of Health be offered to
consumers at reasonable prices.

DeFazio has also stated that Oregon
has long been discriminated against in
the Medicare payment structure, result-
ing in one of the lowest reimbursement
rates in the country, despite producing
some of the best health outcomes. More
and more doctors are refusing to take
Medicare patients because reimburse-
has
introduced language to correct this in-
equity in a study by the Institute of Medi-
cine and National Academy of Sciences,
which will make recommendations to
level the playing field for states like Or-
egon that currently have inadequate pay-
ment rates. The report must be submitted
to the Secretary of Health and Human
Services and Congress one year after the
legislation is enacted. The Secretary will
then implement those recommendations.
The improved rates would mean that pa-
tients in Oregon will have better access to
doctors. The new public plan included in
the healthcare reform bill will reflect the
new Medicare reimbursement rates.

MMO

ment rate is so low. DeFazio
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The Fisherman’s Story — A Tug Boat Crew

by Bill Ainsworth

Good crew is like camping with
your friends on the ocean. A bad

crew is like getting stuck in jail with
people you can’t stand, coupled with the
chance of drowning.

We had set sail for the Hawaiian Is-
lands with a tow of lumber. We were on
our second towboat. The first one tried
to sink in the Juan de Fuca Strait.

First mate Torpedo Tommy was
one of the good ol’ boys from WW II.
He had a skinny, caffeine and tobacco-
soaked frame that gave him an appear-
ance of an overpaid vagabond or an old
submariner, complete with a Hula girl
tattooed in the ditch of his left arm that
danced when he rotated the arm just
right.

He also had ancient Asian sayings
that had begun to ooze down the purple
veins of his boney arms. He was a long-
time first mate, a good shipmate, and |
loved sailing with him and with his fan-
tastic stories of the war.

That day I had just tossed the last
of the day’s lunch in the galley rubbish
can when our chief mate, dirty John,
walked into the galley and proceeded to
read American history (Louis Amour)
and spit into the garbage can.

Whereupon our illustrious mate,
Torpedo Tommy, came down into the
galley for his continuous cup of coffee

and proceeded to scold me for tossing
perfectly good hamburgers in the trash.
I looked at dirty John in total amaze-
ment. The chief gives me the shhh fin-
ger over the lip and lets Torpedo Tom-
my revel in his spotted hamburger bun.

I walked to the galley hatch to get
some air and was met with zero air, the
sky going black like a curtain going up
from the horizon. There was no air to
breathe, and everyone knows we are
sailing into the eye of hell. We’re going
to get our butts stomped like a quarter
in an empty, rolling dryer.

Only three days out from Oregon
and the wheelhouse windows blow out
around midnight and drown our elec-
tronics. Water is pouring down the
companionway from the wheelhouse
like a stage five rapid.

Captain Chucky is old school tuff.
He looks like a combination of Castro
and Black Beard with a pit-bull on one
calf chasing a fighting cock on the other
calf forever in a chase of death. He au-
tomatically takes charge and puts mat-
tresses and plywood over the blown-out
windows.

Torpedo and I take on the outside
work, even though he is old and beat-
up from a life of smoking Camels and
breathing weird air and getting the mar-
row pounded out of him in fights. He

moves like an old hand. He rises to the
occasion.

We go, two feet apart, one hand for
the job, one for the man. Don’t stum-
ble out in the watercaust in front of the
wheelhouse. We are there for each other
and in a situation like the one we are in
you want to trust the man you are work-
ing with. You hold each other’s life in
your hands.

After Torpedo and I finish the job
outside, I enter the galley. I hear dirty
John sobbing a low pitiful moan. He is
sitting in the small ten-inch wave that
is breaking port to starboard across the
galley deck. Dirty John is holding the
range top in his lap, sitting at the galley
table. It has been ripped clean off the
top of the range.

I feel for the old narcoleptic. I’ve
never seen him open up before. I said,
“Don’t worry, Chief, We got the old girl
buttoned up. Captain Chucky has his
sextant. We can find out where we are.
We will dry up, and it will be all right.”

Dirty John looks at me as if [ am
denser than the keel and half yells and
half whines, “I’m not worried about the
boat. I want to know how we are going
to eat with a broke stove.”

I am amazed the weather is trying
to beat its way into the only home in the
middle of nowhere, past help, broke up,
still in the jaws of watery hell, and dirty
John is in mourning for our range.

The weather raged for three days
and pushed us back towards the beach,

going nowhere fast, We didn’t need
a stove. We were eating sandwiches,
holding on and walking on the bulk-
head. Times like these are when you
find out who your true shipmates are,
and how important it is to be there for
each other.

The sea smoothed out, and we got
into a thythm again. Normally it is a
classic low-stress life on a tugboat to
the Islands. Eighty-degree water, run-
ning tuna gear behind our hard charg-
ing seven-knot tug, perfect speed for
catching mahi, ono, ahe, and sailfish.
Sport fishing, enjoying life and eating
good.

It is a very settled lifestyle if you let
it. Remember, once you are at sea, there
is nothing you can do about any drama
on the beach. Forget about it, life as it
comes at you. Never mark off the days
on the calendar.

We are like old friends, camping
together on the ocean and sailing to ex-
otic ports, meeting new characters ev-
erywhere we go. Some ask us to come
back. Some ask us to leave.

Next time: Hawaii.

MO

Visit Java Jones, men-
tion their ad in this is-
sue of the Advocate
(page 5), and get 50
cents off any drink!

Watch for new “Easter Eggs” in future issues.
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Book by the Bay
North Bend
Winter River Books
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also on line at www.amazon.com and www.virturalbookworm.com
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Diseased at Both Ends

by Sharon Ramirez Ad.vqcate
latter. Wikipedia describes this weird- play well for the media. Adve rtISIng Rates
Volunteers were putting labels on sounding disease as a cyst or abscess Good news and bad news. The bad 4 Column $10/month
the September Advocate when a near or on the natal cleft of the buttocks news is that his radio audience peaked (about 6 Ilnes) Y
certain political conservative’s name that often contains hair and skin debris. in 2003, with nearly 20 million listen-
came up in the conversation. I won- Too much sitting can aggravate the con- ers a week. The good news is that as | 74 Column........ $20/month
dered about his personal life. “Chil- dition. of March of 2009 his listeners had de- (about 13 Lines or credit card)
dren?” No one knew. “Is he married?” You probably have a clear image of clined to 14.25 million a week. I won- % Column. ....... $40/month
Again, no one knew. our subject by now. I kept hoping to find der if those remaining listeners know (about 27 lines)
Later that day I Googled this per- one redeeming quality of this person, that Rush Limbaugh’s political venom Full Column . . $75/month
son’s name and discovered that he’s a something that would engage my sym- may well originate in debris-filled, hair- (about 54 lines)
58-year-old Capricorn born in Missouri. pathy, but I can’t get past the image of clogged buttocks.
Kudo............... $5/month

He’s a college dropout, no military ser-
vice, married 3 times, now divorced, no
children. His third marriage was to an
aerobics instructor he met through an
online matchmaking service. The mar-
riage ceremony was performed in the
house of U.S. Supreme Court Justice
Clarence Thomas, who officiated. This
is not so surprising since our subject
comes from a family with a long his-
tory of Republican politics and includes
several judges.

Hmmm. Still don’t know who this
is? Here’s another hint. In 2003 our sub-
ject was arrested, booked, fingerprint-
ed and released for charges of doctor
shopping for drugs. The charges were
dropped after he agreed to pay $30,000
to defray the cost of the investigation
and completed an 18-month therapy
regimen with his doctor. He admitted
his addiction to prescription painkillers
and blamed it on the chronic pain he ex-
perienced as a result of a botched back
surgery years before.

If you haven’t guessed by now, this
final hint will help. In 2006 he was de-
tained by the Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration (DEA) at a Palm Peach
airport for possessing Viagra without a
prescription. The subject of this article
was quoted as saying he “had a great
time in the Dominican Republic. Wish
I could tell you about it.”

Healthwise, he has hearing prob-
lems, a bad back, and suffers from
Pilonidal disease. I had to look up the

an unattractive overweight aging male
with a cigar clamped between his teeth,
earphones around his head, and a pil-
low beneath his abscessed, hair-clogged
buttocks.

With that image strongly in mind
I can see why he has to go out of the
country for his Viagra vacations. Ap-
parently not even politically conserva-
tive American woman are interested in
this man although I think he and flesh-
starved Ann Coulter would make an
interesting-looking couple. Further, the
names Vampira and Viagra offer a cer-
tain degenerative sound bite that would

References: Wikipedia, & H. Mayo,
1833, Observations On Injuries and
Diseases of the Rectum.

MMO

Your
SOCIALIST
Healthcare reform will

never get my
whoopee cushion!!

Donations gratefully accepted.

advocate@coosdems.org

Thanks to TV and for

the convenience of TV,

you can only be one of two kinds
of human beings, either a liberal or

a conservative.

Kurt Vonnegut

KBBR

o usshvn Talk Station!

MONDAY 4PM - 5PM

Sponsored by Port restaurant, the Advocate newspaper, and KBBR AM 1340
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Machiavelli in
Afghanistan

by Ralph Mohr

Machiavelli was right about Af-
ghanistan. So is General Stanley

McChrystal, head of U.S. forces in Af-
ghanistan.

Machiavelli in Ch. Il of The Prince
said that when a prince invades a ter-
ritory, he must do one of two things:
crush the populace or live with them.
He must operate from a position of total
power or have the populace love him.

When one applies this admonition
to Afghanistan, we can see the diffi-
culty that all former invaders have had
with the area. The only conquerors who
have been successful there were Alex-
ander the Great and the British.

Alexander went up and down Af-
ghanistan, conquering one hill fort af-
ter another, almost losing his life in one
assault, and establishing cities named
after him. He used both tenets of Ma-
chiavelli. The cities lasted until the Mo-
guls or Tartars (I forget which) came
over the mountains and wiped them
out. They preferred pillage to power.

The British eventually gained con-
trol of Afghanistan but only after one of
the most serious defeats ever suffered
by British troops in the 19th century.
7,500 British soldiers went over the
Khyber Pass in 1838. After a major up-
rising in Kabul in 1842 one lone British
horseman came back.

Eventually the British did establish
control of Afghanistan, but only after
50 years on intermittent wars and upris-
ings. To see a romanticized version of
this conquest watch the movie, Gunga
Din, with Cary Grant, Victor McLa-
glen, and Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. One
can also read the poems of Rudyard
Kipling, especially “Gunga Din” and
“Fuzzy Wuzzy.”

In these the Afghan is treated as a
heathen, a mountain barbarian, alien to
the civilized British. He is unwashed,

he has a long barreled rifle, and he lives
off goat meat while climbing the moun-
tains like one. We still have that view of
the Afghan people, except now they are
armed with Kalishnikovs, RPGs and
IEDs.

One problem with Afghanistan is
that it is extremely tribal. The Pashtuns
of the south do not trust the Uzbeks
of the north and vice versa. In Paki-
stan just over the Suleiman Mountains
we also have Waziristan. Supposedly
Osama bin Laden, a Saudi, is holed up
there, protected by Waziri warlords.
It is hard to keep all of these ethnic
groups straight, much less get them to
work together to form a single country:.

One must also keep in mind that
General Stanley McChrystal is also
right about Afghanistan. He wants to
pacify the country using the second te-
net of Machiavelli’s The Prince — live
with them. He wants American troops
to become imbedded in the tribes,
giving them medical care, protecting
them from the Taliban, and showing
them how Americans live and think.
McChrystal also thinks such a cam-
paign will take at least eight years.

As for al-Qaida McChrystal sees
no signs of a major al-Qaida presence
in Afghanistan but the group maintains
close links to Afghan insurgents. The
U.S. strategy is predicated on the no-
tion that al-Qaida would return if the
Taliban prevail.

So we in the United States have
a stark Machiavellian choice. Stay or
leave. Stay, and more American men
and women will die, the campaign
will be left for the next President to
finish, and there is no guarantee that
McChrystal’s plan will work. Leave,
and the Afghans will have defeated an-
other foreign invader, and Muslims all
over the world will rejoice. The Taliban
and possibly al-Qaida will most likely
come back in force. Pakistan will be
threatened and possibly become even
more unstable.

President Obama is being urged by
Republicans to hurry in sending more
troops to Afghanistan. However, the
one thing any invader has in Afghani-
stan is time. The Taliban are going no-
where. Osama bin Laden has been in the
borderland of Pakistan and Afghanistan
since abortive attacks by U.S. troops in
2001. He and other al-Qaida members
are going nowhere. Both groups will
still be there when President Obama
makes up his mind what to do.

I will now offer a third choice, one
that Machiavelli never commented on
but which is implied in his book. U.S.
forces should do what they should have
done eight years ago. They should go
after al-Qaida and Osama bin Laden
wherever they are, in force and fero-
ciously. If this means crossing Paki-
stani borders, then so be it. Cross them,
but get Osama.

When we have conclusive proof
that Osama bin Laden is truly dead,
we can then declare “mission accom-
plished” and leave. MMO

The Right Wing Way

by John Zimmerman

One wonders if it is in the water.
Actually it is in the makeup of our lo-
cal mentality — this inability of gov-
ernmental officials to work together for
the well being of county residents. We
have witnessed the Lakeside squabbles
for years, and North Bend repels any
efforts to merge with Coos Bay even
if derived efficiencies can save money.
City Managers of Coos Bay can never
satisfy city councils for long. County
commissioners are chronically at odds
with their constituents. Now the Mill
Casino owners are in dispute with NB
about their tax liabilities. What’s next?

Compounding the contentiousness
and finger pointing has been the un-
willingness or inability to reach out to
those disconnected, particularly along

class lines. There is little official effort
at communication, the sharing of con-
cerns and mutual illumination which lo-
cal Public Access TV could have kicked
off. Instead we live in the same locality
but not in any one real community. As
a result, some wander off the construc-
tive citizenry reservation. Private chari-
ties can help feed and clothe the needy
but they can’t provide adequate housing
and medical care, let alone adequate in-
tellectual and emotional stimulation. So
we all settle for a depressed quality of
life and most don’t even realize it.

The Bay Area and Coos County
are not alone in these failures; these ap-
proximate circumstances are common
across much of the country. They re-
flect a gross failure in Washington, par-
ticularly in Congress. It is clear that the
best interests of the whole population
are subordinate to the benefits of the
rich and powerful. The “government is
bad” dictum of President Reagan still
drives the right wing (and some so-
called Democrats) and new depths are
being plumbed in order to stifle any ef-
ficacious redress. Hiding behind free
speech rights while ignoring the atten-
dant responsibilities, the propaganda
mongers across the land work away as
the country continues on a downward
spiral. Unless this is severely reduced,
it should be clear that we will become
evermore misinformed and fractious.
And religious righteousness just adds
fuel to the fire. Discontent has even
reached the point of a reported ammu-
nition shortage.

To understand some specifics,
one only has to witness the Republi-
cans desperate attempts to scuttle real
healthcare reform after they tried to
prevent the economic recovery stimulus
outlay. These cases have revealed the
GOP’s wanton corruption and ideologi-
cal degeneracy. Outright hypocrisy and
bribery is so common that it is rarely
remarkable. Killing tens of thousands

continued on page 13 . . .
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Right Wing

... continued from page 12
of Americans who don’t have access to basic health
care in our private, for profit system is no obstacle to
the criminal party’s congressional objective of serv-
ing big campaign contributing benefactors. And if
these deplorables are thrown out of office they just
land a cushy job in the private sector they served.
No worries about impeachment or criminal pros-
ecution. Sweet deal.

Coming together for the benefit of the vast ma-
jority of Americans will require a reversal of the up-
ward redistribution of our income and wealth over
the last 30 years. Closing class ranks is more doable
(just restore really progressive income taxation,
wealth confiscation and downward redistribution)
than coming together along racial, religious, ethnic,
immigrant or other lines where subconscious fac-
tors come into play and legislation can’t easily solve.
But that is not the every man for himself, right wing
way. And the right wing way has become the Amer-
ican way.

Unfortunately, local leaders seem oblivious or
disinterested in cooperation and/or equitably shar-
ing our present and future harsher realities. It seems
that the forces of selfishness, division and degenera-
tion have control of the nation’s and the local men-
tality. And most don’t even want to know what is
really going on. MMO

Scapegoats Are Fair Game

by Christine Alexander

As societies grow decadent, the language
grows decadent, too. Words are used to dis-
guise, not to illuminate, action: you liberate
a city by destroying it. Words are to confuse,
so that at election time people will solemnly
vote against their own interests.

Gore Vidal

omparing Obama to Hitler is like comparing a

doctor to a disease. It seems like most Ameri-
cans just don’t “get” satire very well, especially sub-
tle satire. The whole brouhaha reminds me of the
New Yorker cover depicting Michelle Obama as a
gun-toting Black Panther radical with an Afro and
Barack Obama as a Muslim in turban-like headgear
during the campaign. Even many of the highly edu-

cated, supposedly culturally sophisticated reader-
ship of the New Yorker didn’t get it. The hue and
cry was on, as were subscription cancellations. If
people had only read the title of the cover cartoon,
The Politics of Fear, listed inside the magazine, all
would have been made clear. Rather than dwelling
on the satirical inadequacies of the American pub-
lic, I want to address the absolute lack of critical
thinking, historical knowledge or even genuine con-
cern that such a specious comparison reflects.

Hitler was an authoritarian leader, the short
definition of which is one who gives orders. He was
a perfect match for authoritarian personality types,
those followers who feel comfortable taking orders
and responding emotionally to authoritarian-style
leaders. These people cannot stand ambiguity or
complexity (and nothing is complex if not the issues
facing us today, including health care). Such follow-
ers want simple answers, simple solutions, simple
(and often meaningless) slogans. They are content
to be “ditto heads” to a big daddy authority figure
who tells them that everything is all right if they
only find an enemy to demonize, and don’t confuse
the issue by listening to other analyses, opinions, or
solutions.

Obviously this is a fear-based way of viewing
the world and its problems. Identify the enemy and
voila! Problems disappear. If the Second World
War wasn’t the ultimate lesson in the fallacy of the
scapegoat argument, then I guess we humans will
never learn it. A constructed enemy (the Jews) was
to blame for all of Germany’s problems. The at-
tempt to annihilate them as ordered by big daddy
Hitler led to disaster for Jews, the German people,
and the rest of the world. Before making the Jews
the scapegoat for all of Germany’s ills, the lie suc-
cessfully took the German citizens’ eyes from the
truth, distracting them with falsehoods that terrified
them and kept them blaming the wrong people, so
that they were unable to see or confront or begin to
solve the real issues facing them.

So here we go again, and it’s scary. Now the
big daddy is the corporate media and the politicos
who want to keep people frightened, and, actually,
it’s much worse than that. The corporations create
and fuel the fear with an adrenaline rush of hysteria
and righteousness pushing logic and critical think-
ing right out the window.

We now, after eight years of a dangerous in-
competent fronting a cabal of mean-spirited and
devious promoters of the New World Order, have a

truly democratic leader, defined as a leader who strives
for consensus and who leads by listening to and honoring
all voices. We also have the first highly intelligent and
knowledgeable leader since Bill Clinton — and with intel-
ligence comes complexity. To some people there’s noth-
ing scarier than a smart person with complicated ideas.

MMO

ORCOAST MUSI

‘A SERIOUS GUITAR SHOP &
JOHN PUNDT, ©

787 Newmark, Coos Bay, OR 97420
New & Used Instruments. TRADES WELCOME!

PH 541-888-6805 FAX541-888-1706
Www.orcoastmusic.com

e-mail: john@orcoastmusic.com

Aardvark Music Enterprises
Quality Vocal Instruction

David A. Aakre MST

Weddings and Special Performances

935 South 5th Street
Coos Bay, Oregon 97420

Bus. 1-541-269-7167

Cell 1-541-290-9255
E-mail - aardvarkvoice @charter.net
‘Web. - aardvarkmusic.net

4 )
SOL COAST COMPANIES, LLC
CONSULTING, DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION
OPLE!"
cefsT  _ we®

% BRING\NC‘ SOLAR ENERGY & GREEN BUILDING
541-266-0877
WWW.SOLCOAST.COM
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Supporters of Single Payer Solutions Are Not of a Single Mind

by David Ford

support Single Payer healthcare re-

form just as I support effective Pub-
lic Option legislation. Yet, every day, I
hear statements from a few ardent sup-
porters of Single Payer that threaten the
very healthcare reform that we, as a na-
tion, need.

In a recent article in the September
2009 Advocate, “We Can Do Better,
Public Option Explained by Doctors,”
the authors/doctors, rather than truly
explaining what effective Public Op-
tion healthcare reform legislation could
look like, chose instead to frame it in
the narrowest of terms, much the same
way that opponents of a// healthcare re-
form might do. In doing this, they aid
in setting the entire reform process up
for failure. They also seem intent on de-
fining Public Option as Public Enemy
#1 while ignoring the real problem, the
Status Quo.

Single Payer would be the most ef-
ficient system. It would also mean that,
because of elimination of the entire in-
surance industry, it would be the least
likely legislation to pass. Public Option
healthcare legislation, however, could
be crafted that would offer many of
the same remedies to ills of the exist-
ing insurance system while shielding
Americans from many of the negatives
described in the article’s caricature of
the Public Option. An effective Public
Option plan would include accompany-
ing legislation that would do all of the
actions described by President Obama.

These actions would include heavy reg-
ulation of the insurance industry:

* Ending discrimination against peo-
ple with preexisting conditions.

e Limiting premium discrimination
based on gender and age.

* Preventing insurance companies
from dropping
people are sick and in need of it the
most.

coverage when

» Capping out-of-pocket expenses.

* Eliminating extra charges for pre-
ventative care.

* Eliminating the “doughnut hole”
gap in coverage for expensive
drugs.

Legislation can be crafted to elimi-
nate all of the problems cited in the
article. The doctors/authors also claim
that the 20% to 30% administrative
costs of private health insurance com-
panies would continue under the Public
Option plan. They ignore the point that
administrative costs would be reduced
by purging the insurance companies
of departments previously devoted to
identifying and eliminating the more
expensive enrollees.

An ad accompanying the article
cites a national survey by Physicians
for a National Healthcare Plan (PNHP)
with 60% of doctors recommending
Single Payer. To the doctors who au-
thored the article, I would like to point
out that, in a survey conducted last

summer by doctors

CCB #34802 = CALF. #795998

THOMAS R. KYLE
PRESIDENT

400 VIRGINIA AVE.
POST OFFICE BOX 410
NORTH BEND, OREGON 97459
FAX: (541) 7564551
CELL: (541) 297-2931

24-HOURS: (541) 756-2723
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Kyleelectric.com
Tom@Kyleelectric.com

at Mt Sinai School of
Medicine, physicians
responded with 27%
supporting
only options, only
10% supporting pub-
lic-only options (the
category the authors
of the article fall into),
and 63% supporting

private-

both public and private options. More
information regarding this survey and
misconceptions regarding the Public
Option may be found in the NPR ar-
ticle at the following Web site. http:/
www.npr.org/template s/story/story.
php?storyld=112839232

Public Option legislation could, of
course, be written that would be inef-
fective, and most of the currently pro-
posed reform legislation falls into that
category. It is also possible to write a
bad Single Payer plan, one that would
be unfunded, unwieldy, and with un-
manageable bureaucracies. Opponents
of healthcare reform will frame Single
Payer in this manner, just as they will
also echo the same narrow viewpoint of
Public Option as framed in the article
by its authors. By refusing to recognize
the broader spectrum of what Public
Option healthcare reform could entail,
the authors have embraced a flawed
strategy. In the exuberant pursuit of
a Single Payer system, they appear to
have become unwitting allies in the
fight to defend the Status Quo. I would
hope that those who currently embrace
only Single Payer come to realize that
there is more than one way to cure
the patient; and we should not let the
patient die on the table while arguing
what treatment should be administered.

Public Option and Single Payer are
just two labels representing two possi-
bilities, both of which require careful
planning to be effective, to fix the prob-
lems of the Status Quo and to become
law for the betterment of our American
healthcare system. The Public Option
should not be denigrated, however, at
the cost of any effective healthcare re-
form legislation not passing. Otherwise
the Status Quo wins, and America will
continue to pay the price of poor health

MMO

coverage.

Those who believe in telekinetics, raise
my hand.
Kurt Vonnegut

Contact Information
for Elected Officials

State Senator Joanne Verger
2285 N 13th Ct.
Coos Bay, OR 97420
541-756-4140

www.leg.state.or.us/verger/home.htm

State Rep. Arnie Roblan
PO Box 1410
Coos Bay 97420
503-986-1409

www.leg.state.or.us/roblan/

State Senator Jeff Kruse
636 Wild Iris Ln.
Roseburg 97470
503-986-1701

www.leg.state.or.us/kruse/home.htm
State Rep. Wayne Krieger
95702 Skyview Ranch Rd.

Gold Beach 97444
541-247-7990

www.leg.state.or.us/krieger/

Governor Theodore R. Kulongoski
State Capitol Bldg., 900 Court St.
NE, Suite 254
Salem, OR 97301-4047
Telephone: 503-378-3111
Governor’s Citizens’ Representative
Message Line: 503-378-4582
Fax: 503-378-8970

www.governor.oregon.gov

US Rep. Peter DeFazio
125 Central, Rm. 350
Coos Bay, OR 97420
Telephone: 541-269-2609
Fax: 202-225-0032

www.defazio.house.gov/

US Senator Ron Wyden
The Center Court Bldg., 151 W 7th
Ave., Suite 435
Eugene, OR 9740
Telephone: 541-431-0229
Fax: 541-431-0610

wyden.senate.gov

US Senator Jeff Merkley
One World Trade Center, 121 SW
Salmon St., Suite 1250
Portland, OR 97204
Telephone: 503-326-3386
Fax: 503-326-2900

www.merkley.senate.gov

President Barack Obama
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500
Comments: 202-456-1111
Switchboard: 202-456-1414
FAX: 202-456-2461

www.whitehouse.gov/contact/
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Double-Dipping LNG Lawyers

by Ralph Mohr

o*rdan Cove LNG Terﬁal

_ WK

Composne ma&smg Google Earthiand DEQ overlays

he Coos County Board of Com-

missioners met in September when
the commissioners were deciding on
the wetlands mitigation proposal by the
International Port of Coos Bay. Jordan
Cove Energy/Port of Coos Bay intend
to buy Kentuck Golf Course and revert
it to wetlands to balance the needed ex-
cavation for the Jordan Cove LNG site.

It was noticed that the two attor-
neys sitting at the chief petitioner’s desk
had also been working for Jordan Cove
Energy. A spectator got up and asked a
procedural question: “If the chief peti-
tioner is the Port of Coos Bay, why are
these two guys here?”

Kevin Stufflebean and Nikki Whit-
ty both told him that the lawyers were
employed by the Port of Coos Bay. Af-
terward, the spectator asked Jody Mc-
Caffree about that, and she said they
get paid by the Port only after Jordan
Cove Energy pays the Port. So the at-
torneys really are employed by Jordan

Cove Energy.

Jordan Cove Energy, Oregon Re-
sources Corp., and Methane Energy
Corp. all have the same law firm, and
these two lawyers show up at all meet-
ings because they represent all of them.

The lawyers then were employed
by both the Port of Coos Bay and the
Jordan Cove project, but not at the same
time. It seemed an efficient way for the
County Commissioners to do business
as they could simply ask the lawyers
to move from one table to another, de-
pending on whom they were represent-
ing at the time.

One problem with the LNG proj-
ect (other than any potential disaster)
is that closing Kentuck Golf Course
will probably cost 6 part-time jobs and
1 full-time job, not counting caddies.
By the time the mitigation is enacted,
more jobs will be lost in the area than
created, thereby violating the rule that
says projects like these can’t go forward

Planned Marine Termlnal
Excavation with Dredged
Turning Basin

\

\

dung

ey A

% Golf Course Purchased

e for Flooding

wetland mitigation.

without having a net economic benefit
to the area.

That’s not even counting the loss
of utility of the rights of way, 75 feet
where people can’t build, or grow trees
or truck farms, although they will be
allowed to have family gardens. Such
restrictions will be absolute devastation
to some people. The Oregon law that
protects against eminent domain for a

Jordan Cove
LNG Terminal

Google map showing the locations of the LNG terminal and the golf course purchased for

private, non-governmental project is
being violated by the pretext of FERC.
If the mitigation and LNG project
is approved because there is some sort
of emergency, pray tell, what is it? Re-
cently it has been reported in the media
that the United States itself has enough
natural gas to replace oil and coal com-
pletely and to power everything we do
in this country for 100 years. MM

| want to stand as close to the edge as | can without going over. Out on the
edge you see all the kinds of things you can’t see from the center.

Kurt Vonnegut




99— Progressive Community Calendar

Democratic Party
Central Committee Mtg.

Date: October 20
Time: 7PM - 8 PM
Location: 3427 Ash St.

North Bend
Contact: 541-269-7468
Web Site: www.coosdemd.org

Gifts from the Kitchen

Date: November 7

Time: 11AM-2PM

Location: Ohlsen Baxter Building
631 Alder Street
Myrtle Point

Classes on safe food preparation.

Cost: $7

Contact: Ronda Fisher
541.572.5263 EXT. 240
800.730.4978

Holiday Breads
Date: November 7
Time: 11AM -2 PM
Location: Ohlsen Baxter Building
631 Alder Street
Myrtle Point
Classes on safe food preparation.
Cost: $7
Contact: Ronda Fisher
541.572.5263 EXT. 240
800.730.4978

Advocate Article Deadline
Date: November 24
Time: 11 PM
Contact: advocate@coosdems.org

Health Fair & Open House
Date: November 7
Time: 9AM-1PM
Location: South Coast Hospital
900 SE 11th St.
Bandon
Contact: 541-329-1040

Advocate Fold & Mail
Date: December 1
Time: 10 AM
Location: 3427 Ash St.
North Bend
Contact: 541-269-7468
Web Site: advocate@coosdems.org

Long Range Planing

Reach to Recovery

Date: October 21
Time: 12PM-1PM
Location: CHEC Building

3950 Sherman Avenue

Coos Bay
Speakers will present information,
provide teaching skills, and encourage
fostering a health-oriented attitude for
those affected by cancer
Contact: Lindi Quinn

541-297-0421

Democratic Party
Central Committee Mtg.

Date: November 17

Time: 7PM - 8 PM

Location: 3427 Ash St.

North Bend
Contact: 541-269-7468
Web Site: www.coosdemd.org

Master Gardener

Training
Date: Starts January 7
Location: Ohlsen Baxter Building
631 Alder Street
Myrtle Point

Sustainable Gardening.

Contact: Ronda Fisher
541.572.5263 EXT. 240
800.730.4978
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About the Calendar

Purpose

The Advocate editors offer this
calendar as a service to the progres-
sive community in Coos County.

Calendar Period

The Advocate is printed on the
first Tuesday of the even-numbered
months. Events occurring the next day,
Wednesday, and thereafter until the
next printing are eligible.

Content

Event name, date, time, and location
are essential. A short description may
be helpful but not required. Other in-
formation such as sponsor, contact
numbers and addresses, cost, and re-
quests for volunteers can be included.

How to Submit an Event
Email your event to
advocate@coosdems.org.

Submission Deadline

Events submitted on or before 11 PM
on the last Tuesday of the preceding
month are eligible for the upcoming
issue.

Long Range Planning

Some important events require ad-
vance notice beyond the one-month
duration of this calendar. If this is the
case, your event can be included in an
optional “In the Future” section.
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